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1
PART I
GERMAN POLITICAL PARTIES

INTRODUCTION

1. This pamphlet summarises the main characteristics and
aims of the recognised political parties in the British Zone.

POLITICAL PARTIES BEFORE 1933

2. The present political parties in the British Zone are the
descendants of the parties of the Weimar Republic. During
the Weimar Republic there were three main blocks : the left
wing, comprising the Social Democrat and Communist Parties;
the Centre, comprising the Zentrum a purely Catholic Party,
and the German Democrat Party and the German People’s
Party (to which Stresemann belonged), and the right wing
comprising the German Nationalists and the German National
People’s Party. The right wing parties were frankly anti-
democratic and were, on the whole, willing to countenance the
overthrow of the Republic. They drew their support from the
Junkers, the big industrialists and the Conservative elements,
including the farming community in the country. During
the time when the Nazi Party was making its bid for power the
leader of the German National People’s Party, Hugenberg,
who represented the big industrial interests, formed a group
called the Harzburger Front, among the right wing parties
which supported a coalition with the Nazi Party. There were,
however, a number of men among the German National
People’s Party who refused to follow Hugenberg’s policy
owing to their dislike of the Nazi Party. Thus, while a few
individuals who formerly belonged to the right wing parties
can be said to have been anti-Nazi, the Weimar right wing
parties were, as & whole, deeply implicated in Hitler’s rise to
power. Their members, therefore, are by and large suspect
and can hardly be considered today to be men who, in the
terms of the Potsdam Declaration, are “capable of developing
democratic instibutions in Germany’’.

3. During the years 1929 to 33 the Centre Block was greatly
weakened and had lost much support. The Zentrum Party
which held the balance between right and left alone retained
its power, but unfortunately, it was usually content to sacrifice
its principles in order to retain this commanding position. Its
leader, Bruning, was the first chancellor to abandon democratic
government and govern by decree. When Hitler, after he had
gained power, announced the dissolution of all parties other







